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Bill Elkin - A Lifetime of Service
As many of you are aware, HPROA 
Executive Director Bill Elkin announced 
to the HPROA Board and membership 
in November, 2018, that he would be 
stepping down from that position he has 
held since 1997.  Bill knew well that the 
Board would be very reluctant to accept 
this resignation/retirement from his service 
to this organization.  We, at the Board 
Meeting, advised him that we understood 
that the many duties required of him had 
been wearing him down.  Especially, with 
the conscientiousness that Bill displays in his 
work.  Bill was adamant in his decision but 
volunteered to assist the Board in finding 
someone to attempt to fill his shoes.

Bill, in his usual cooperative manner, 
advised the Board that he would also 
be willing to continue his work with the 
upcoming session of the Texas Legislature 
in Austin and at the same time, assist 
anyone that the Board decided on to 
succeed him. This was in November 
and with the 2019 Legislative Session 
to run from January through May, an 
agreement was worked out and Bill was 
able to attend most  of the many sessions 
in Austin and more importantly, to monitor 
any proposed legislative bills that would 
have an effect on the HPROA in particular, 
but on law enforcement issues in general.

Bill took to the halls and offices in Austin, 
having future Executive Director Anthony 
Kivela and likely future President Bob 
Barnard in tow, introducing them to the 
numerous contacts he has cultivated 
during his many years of working with 
the Legislature.

At the end of the session, the overall 
feeling was that this had been a successful 
defense of the many positive gains the 
HPROA, the HPOPS, HPOU and HPD have 
accomplished over the years.  

During Bill’s tenure at Executive Director, 
he was instrumental in assisting HPOPS 
and the HPROA achieving major changes 
in our retirement benefits.  In 1997 just as 
Bill was coming on the job, the retirement 
formula was increased from 45% to 50% 
after 20 years of service.  In 2001, this 
was increased to 55%.  In 2017, through 
much work with the City of Houston, 
Bill and HPOPS accomplished a new 
pension compromise and our Defined 
Benefit, which was undergoing attacks 
from several directions, was preserved for 
years to come.

Bill had became a registered lobbyist 
and it was through his efforts that the 
right was established for an honorably 
retired Officer to receive a State of Texas 
flag upon their death.  Also, Bill was 
instrumental in establishing the right-to-
carry a weapon after retirement.  Many 
years ago, it was almost unheard of Police 
Employee Organizations to be openly 
involved in politics.  In the 1940’s when 
Officers were attempting to organize to 
form the old HPOA, they almost had to 
do it secretly or risk being fired.  That all 
changed dramatically and Bill was active 
in urging the HPROA to form a Political 
Action Committee.  That Committee, the 
PAC, is very active today and Bill has been 
working in that field of endeavor also.

After over four decades of working with 
the Texas Legislature, never missing a 
session, Bill is currently serving as the HPROA 
Political Consultant and the HPROA Board 
has appointed him to have the life-time 
designation as DIRECTOR EMERITUS.

The HPROA Board had several possible 
directions to go with the decision in hiring 
the next Executive Director and chose to 
hire Anthony Kivela to succeed Bill.  This 
has proven so far to have been a wise 
decision.  Bill took Anthony under his wing 
not only in Austin, but on the overall duties 
of that position.

Continues on Page 6
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FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ANTHONY KIVELA

As I look back over the past six months of 
2019 and recall many of our Association’s 
accomplishments, I can only marvel at 
all of the progress we have collectively 
made as a team. Thanks to our Board of 
Directors and everyone else who makes 
this organization function smoothly. 

DISCOUNTS COMING TO RETIREE 
INSURANCE RATES:

There has been a big win for the HPROA 
and retirees alike.  Approximately two 
years ago when I was at a COH Health 
Benefits Advisory Committee (HBAC), the 
COH H.R. Dept. prided themselves on 
how much money the COH was saving 
by offering health insurance discounts 
for active officers and their spouses who 
completed a Health Assessment.  At 
that time, as your retiree representative, 
we proposed that since the assessment 
program was so successful, the COH 
should offer a similar discount to retirees 
since that would likely be a win-win: reduce 
the exorbitant insurance rates for retirees 
(the HPROA’s goal) as well as statistically 
prolonging our lives, while saving the 
COH money (COH goal).  At the next 
quarterly meeting, the COH announced 
that they decided to implement the idea 
and roll out health insurance discounts for 
retirees over a three-year period, with no 
incentives/discounts until the 3rd year.  

Recently, when the HPROA was invited 
to provide input on the COH’s plan, 
we found that one part of the COH’s 
proposal was to access a penalty for 
retirees who failed to complete the 
Health Assessment.  The HPROA strongly 
objected to this component of the plan.  
Our response was that a penalty was 
unacceptable to the HPROA; instead, our 
recommendation was that HPD retirees 
needed a cut in insurance rates, not a 
penalty on top of unreasonably high 
health insurance rates.  

In an about-face, the COH this month 
opted to take the HPROA’s suggestion 
and offer a discount for the retirees who 
voluntarily take the Health Assessment, 
rather than imposing a penalty for not 
doing so.    The COH H.R. Dept. also 
committed to streamlining the assessment 
process and tailoring it to retirees.  The 
Finance Dept. will ultimately recommend 
what the discount will be, and retirees 
who are affected (those who are OFF of 
Phase-Down active-duty insurance rates, 
yet who are pre-Medicare aged) can 
look forward to this being rolled out in 
2020.  For those who have concerns about 
having to take a health assessment or the 
few who don’t care about a discount, 
the Health Assessment will be voluntary, 
not mandatory.

WHEN TO START DRAWING SOCIAL 
SECURITY:

There has been considerable discussion 
on the Retired Officers Facebook Group 
(see the next topic) questioning the proper 
age to start drawing Social Security.  The 
dilemma is whether HPD retirees should 
take it as soon as possible, or wait until 
age 70 to claim it.   In a recent Bloomberg 
article, financial researchers shared that:

-  Only 4% of retirees wait until the 
maximum age of 70 to begin receiving 
their S.S. check;  BUT, they calculate 57% 
should wait until they are 70 years old. 
- 70% of people start receiving their S.S. 
benefit before they turn 64;  BUT, the 
researchers calculate that less under 7% 
of people should receive the benefit that 
early.

[NOTE: To view the research, Google: 
Bloomburg Americans Lose Trillions 
Claiming Social Security at the Wrong 
Time, June 2019]

I met with HPOPS Financial Planner Richard 
Gable in order to get his perspective on 
what the best time is for HPD retirees to 
begin drawing S.S.

Anthony Kivela, Executive Director

He related that due to our unique 
circumstances (WEP, GPO, IRMAA, etc.) 
there is no rigid rule for HPD retirees to 
universally follow.  He recommends that 
retirees visit the official Social Security 
Admin’s website at SSA.GOV and pull 
up their complete past and projected 
social security information, print it, and 
then make an appointment with him.  
Although Bloomberg’s researchers 
estimate the lost income from these 
less-than-optimal decisions amounts to 
about $111,000 per household, Richard 
can provide guidance that will be 
specific to your individual circumstances 
as an HPD retiree. Although the general 
public should statistically wait until 70 
to begin collecting S.S., you might not 
fit into the general public’s profile.    It’s 
certainly complicated for us to try to 
make this decision without sound and 
credible advice.

Continues on Page 5
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A Message from Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

If you are reading this article before 
August 8, 2019, then I am still the 
President of your HPROA.  If you are 
reading this article after August 8, 
2019, then I am the Past President 
of your HPROA .   It has been my 
honor to serve as your President for 
the past ten (10) years!!  But as they 
say all good things must come to an 
end.  I am not leaving the Board of 
Directors. Our by-laws stipulate that 
when a new President is elected, the 
current serving President leaves the 
President’s position on the Board, 
and he moves into the Past President 
position. He remains there until 
another President is elected.

Your HPROA is governed by a board of 
directors that you elect and it answers 
only to you, the members. For the 
last ten years I have been fortunate 
to head up a Board of Directors 
that always found a way to come 
to agreements on what was best for 
our organization. Yes, we had some 
heated discussions in our meetings 
but the good of your HPROA always 
guided our decisions. 

Stephen Rayne, President HPROA

The Retired Badge August - September 2019 Edition

I became a Board member in 2006 
and was elected President in 2009. 
I have always tried to represent our 
organization honorably and truthfully. 
Your HPROA has grown into a much 
respected organization. State 
legislators, City Council members, 
HPOU, HPD, HPOPS and other 
organizations seek our input, ideas, 
support and endorsements. I am 
proud of the organization we have 
grown into and I am proud to have 
played a part in making it happen!!

I want to thank all of our members who 
have stepped up and volunteered to 
help with the many things that need to 
be done, on a regular basis, to keep 
our HPROA an active, viable and 
respected organization. I know that 
when we all wore The Badge we were 
told to “never volunteer for anything”.  
Your HPROA  exists because of the 
work of past volunteers and is run now 
by current volunteers. Please consider 
getting involved. There is always a 
need for more help. 

Speaking of help, I want to thank a 
group of volunteers who made our 
annual Board of Directors elections 
happen again this year. First I want to 
thank Steve Benavides for taking over 
the job as Nominating Committee 
Chairman. I also want to thank E.J. 
Smith and his merry band of volunteers 
on the Election Committee. They 
sent out all of the ballots and then 
counted all of them when they were 
mailed back in.

A couple of other items:
HPOPS has a Special Election coming 
up to fill a position for an active member 
because the current “active” member 
is becoming a “retired” member. Two 
of the candidates spoke at our July 
meeting. Your HPROA Board of Directors 
voted to endorse GEORGE GUERRERO 
AGAIN!! He has six years of prior 
experience on our HPOPS Board and 
we have always worked well with him.

Next: Every year, at the end of 
June, the HPROA Board does a 
budget comparison to be sure we 
are staying within the budget we 
approved at the start of the year. 
We did our comparison at our July 
Board meeting. We reported to our 
members, present at the July General 
Membership meeting, that we are 
within budget and as long as our 
members remember to renew their 
memberships on time we will be good 
for the remainder of our budget year.
 
Lastly, as you all probably heard the 
annual Police Week Memorial Service 
was cancelled because of rain. It has 
been rescheduled for Friday October 
18, 2019 at 6pm. 

This will be my last article as the 
President of your HPROA. Thanks 
again to all who work to make the 
HPROA better. May the Good Lord 
Bless us all and remember: 

Your HPROA is a family of “volunteers” 
who work to keep our retired police 
family informed and together. We will 
continue to look out for our retirement 
benefits, get needed information out 
to you as quickly as possible and try to 
have some fun while we do it. 

Come join us and get involved.

Steve Rayne
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7 out of 10 – 
More than half of Americans after the age of 65 are 
likely to need long term care services. ¹ 

Long Term Care Pays – 
For out of pocket expenses you incur for care at home, 
in the Community, and in a long care facility such as an 
Assisted Living or Nursing Home, up to the Maximum Daily 
Amount you select. Benefit increase options are available 
to help meet future costs by keeping up with inflation.

For Members and Their Families

Most retired officers are somewhat settled in their lives and in 
their homes. However, occasionally some of us find it necessary 
to make changes and move. Should you do so, please advise 
the HPROA of your new location. The HPROA can better serve 
you if we know where you are. 

HPROA’s mailing address: P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219.
Phone numbers: (713) 802-2967, toll free number 1-866-856-7252. 
Email: www.hpdretired.com

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY

What would happen to 
your retirement savings 
if you needed long term 
care???

For more information, 
call:
Garland Cole     512.327.3456
M.D. Beale          713.419.7455

¹T. Thomson et al, Long *Term Care Perceptions, Experiences, and Attitudes among Americans 40 or Older (The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs, April 2013)
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Continues from Page 2

FACEBOOK RETIRED OFFICERS SITE:
There is a private Facebook Group named the “Retired Houston 
Police Officers” that might be of interest to those wanting to 
keep on top of retiree issues.  The site was started by Ed Swannie 
approximately six years ago, and although not an official HPROA 
group, it is solely administered by four HPROA members.  There 
are just short of 1,400 members in the group and it’s a good 
place to visit to get near-immediate peer responses to pension 
issues, insurance queries, rumors, or just on what’s happening 
in our retiree world, in general.  I was at a Facebook Group 
Administrator’s Conflict Resolution Meeting this week, and 
compared to other groups, found that we have very little conflict 
in our group compared to others.  All of our careers, we worked 
on resolving conflict, and conflict is the last thing we need as 
retirees.   If interested in joining the group, you are invited to 
find the group under its name: Retired Houston Police Officers, 
answer the entry questions, and wait for approval.  It normally 
takes only a few days to get approved to enter the group, but 
it can take weeks to be accepted if you don’t completely 
answer the entry questions. The site administrators vet everyone 
applying to ensure they are an HPD retiree, active officer who 
is in DROP, or the spouse of one of these two categories.   The 
group doesn’t allow any spam, threats, or personal attacks on 
others.

RETIREE SUICIDE:
The topic of retiree suicide personally struck me this month after 
a retiree I knew very well committed suicide. 

 Many of the suicide victims that I have known over the decades 
are still fused in my memory.  Suicide MUST be talked about.  
Our work with HPD was indeed stressful, but the stressors after 
retiring don’t always go away.  New ones may take their place, 
but fortunately the Houston Officers Peer Assistance (HOPA) 
has the ever-so-important mission of helping to keep each of 
us grounded – and alive.  HOPA provides a 100% confidential 
link to finding the open door that could lead you or a friend out 
of despondency.   Please review an article within this edition for 
what you can do when you, or a friend, simply need to talk.  The 
HOPA hotline operates 24/7 and is easily accessed by calling 
832-200-3499.

IN CLOSING:
My promise when accepting this position was to be as available 
as possible to all of our members.  If you hear rumors, need 
information, or have positive or negative feedback…please 
feel free to personally contact me as follows:
- On my cell phone- it is my only phone number and the 
number is in our member’s directory, or 
- Email at hproa.exec.dir@att.net 
- FaceBook under my name Anthony Kivela, 
- FaceBook Groups found at the “Retired Houston Police 
Officers” closed and vetted group (send me an invite to join if 
you’re not a member) 
- Twitter @AnthonyKivela, or 
- LinkedIn under Anthony Kivela  
God Bless, thank you for your service, and stay safe.

Art Show
Just recently, my wife Delores invited, no, told me I should attend 
the upcoming art show.  I, of course, agreed and reported for 
duty the day prior to the show.  Those shows don’t just happen.  
Much goes into preparing for each one.  Man, was I surprised?  
The purpose for my attendance involved work, the heavy lifting 
kind.  It also meant preparing for work to be done as in cleaning, 
sweeping, mopping and other demeaning tasks.  Anyway, I 
performed my assigned duties as fifteen women instructed. 

After the initial tasks were complete, I was told (no invites this time) 
to report on show day to observe and prepare for take-down.  
I reported and observed as hundreds slowly made their way 
through all the paintings, clays, and other art items I knew nothing 
about.  I listened as mostly women made statements about each 
painting.  They talked about shades, cast shadows, intensity, 
depth, originality, and style.  I absolutely understood nothing 
about all their comments.  All I knew was I would have picked the 
painting of deer drinking out of a creek in the hill country.  

I saw ribbons posted on items that made no sense to me at all.  
For instance, a first place for that category went to a 12”x 24” 
board that had straight lines drawn across and what appeared 
to be a medal pot scrubber attached.  I glanced at the judge 
attaching the ribbon expecting to see a person under the 
influence of something, but no, she appeared to be normal.  
I later learned this was an excellent piece of art.  That shows 
what I know about art.  I guess I need lessons from Rose and 
Matt Potell, those guys know their art as does Delores. 

 Anyway, the day closed.  All those ladies that had bossed me 
earlier stated the show was a huge success and then instructed 
me to take down all my fine work.  At conclusion, I received 
no ribbon, no award, just an invitation to the next show.  I ain’t 
gonna go.  Anyway, if you are ever invited to attend an art 
show, see me, let’s talk, or better yet, I’ll see you at the next 
HPROA meeting and we’ll discuss art.

Till nxt time,
E.J.
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Where did a man like William (Bill) 
Elkin come from?  Well, I learned the 
following about a young Bill, who is 
now eighty-six years of age, actually 
a young eighty-six.  Born in Dallas in 
1933, he moved to Houston around 
the age of nine in 1942 with his parents 
and two older sisters.  Bill’s parents lived 
in the Heights area at one time and 
later settled in on Crane Street near 
Collingsworth in the area known as 
Kashmere Gardens , which was very 
likely a much different neighborhood 
than that of today.

Bill’s Dad, Mr. Joe Elkin, was in the age 
bracket that was too old to serve in 
World War II.  He worked for the Prince’s 
Drive In Corporation as head of their 
commissary or warehouse.  During this 
era, HPD was losing a large number 
of Police Officers to help fight the war.  
Mr. Elkin had a desire to serve and 
was given a special age-waiver as 
Officers were sorely needed at HPD.  
At the age of 37 or 38, he was hired 
at HPD and served until he reached 
the mandatory age of retirement at 
that time of sixty-five.  Thus, son Bill 
had been somewhat exposed to the 
Houston Police Department through 
his Dad’s service.

Bill attended at one time or the other 
Betsy Ross Elementary School, Marshall 
Junior High, Jeff Davis Senior High, and 
also Sam Houston Senior High School, 
finishing in 1951.  He worked at several 
jobs in the private sector and in 1954, 
at the age of twenty-one, joined the 
Houston Police Department by way 
of Academy Class #11.  This class 
began training in April and then 
graduated in July, 1954.  This began a 
storied and successful career of sixty-
five years in law enforcement in one 
capacity or another.

As a Patrolman, Bill served in Radio 
Patrol, the Jail Division, the Dispatcher’s 
Division, and also in the Vice Division.  
He promoted to Detective in 1958 
and was assigned to the Burglary and 
Theft Division where he worked the 
next sixteen years.  In 1974, 

Bill was chosen for a special 
assignment in the Community 
Relations Division, where he worked 
specifically on the Home Protection 
and Rape Prevention Programs.  After 
several years in completing those 
specific assignments, Detective Elkin 
transferred to the Forgery Detail, 
which at that time was part of the 
Burglary and Theft Division.

Bill had continued his education 
during this time and in 1972, graduated 
from Sam Houston State University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Criminal Justice.

In or around 1976, Bill began attending 
the monthly meetings of the old HPOA 
(Houston Police Officers Association).  
Meetings at or around that time were 
held in a Municipal Courtroom in the 
61 Riesner Building.  Bill quickly came to 
the attention of the HPOA leadership 
at that time and was asked to serve 
as an alternate delegate to the TMPA 
(Texas Municipal Police Association) 
annual convention.  A number of 
delegates were named but it seemed 
that some had difficulty separating 
the official and social activities and 
therefore, not being available for 
the necessary meetings.  This factor 
made necessary the naming of 
alternates.  Bill fit right in and seriously 
became interested in serving more 
with the HPOA.

From 1978 to 1982, Bill served one term 
as the Treasurer and also on the Board 
of HPOA.  In 1983, Bill was elected 
President and led them through the 
next three years.  The late 1970’s were 
rough times for the HPOA as their 
membership was being challenged 
to join the newly formed Houston 
Police Patrolman’s Union (HPPU).

It was during Bill’s time on the Board that 
the HPOA obtained the Old Salvation 
Army Building on Jackson Street.  This 
was a temporary lease situation but 
the HPOA was most pleased to finally 
have a home of their own. 

This lasted at least until 1983 when 
the property was sold for the future 
development of the Toyota Center 
for the Houston Rockets basketball 
team.  It was during these years that 
the first building was purchased by 
the Association for their own use, that 
being at 1600 State.  It was built, paid 
off in full, and still remains the home of 
the now HPOU with a new additional 
four-story building number and sorely 
needed  office space.

After his service to HPOA, Bill became 
active in the Texas Municipal Police 
Association and later served as the 
President of that state-wide organization.  
He has remained active with them.

The HPOPS benefits in 1992 maxed 
out at thirty-seven and one-half 
years so when he reached that level 
of seniority with HPD, Bill retired and 
having worked a number of years in 
the Forgery Detail, went to work full-
time for First Interstate Bank, which 
merged shortly thereafter into the 
Wells Fargo Bank Corporation as an 
Investigator.  During his time with Wells 
Fargo, Bill was elected as President of 
the Forgery Investigators of Texas from 
1982-1983.  A busy man indeed!

In 1994, the HPROA (Houston Police 
Retired Officer’s Association) was 
formed.  Wilton G. (Ike) Eickenhorst 
was the first President and as this 
organization continued to grow, 
it was decided that they needed 
an Executive Director full-time and 
especially one with knowledge of 
the legislative ropes in Austin, Texas.  
Bill was offered this position and after 
he became vested with five years 
at Wells Fargo, he resigned and was 
hired by the HPROA in 1997.

Through Bill’s many years of working with 
the various legislators from both houses 
in Austin, he made many contacts, and 
many friends who took him at his word 
when they worked together on issues 
affecting law enforcement in general, 
and HPD in particular.

Continues on Page 7

Continues from Page 1
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Bill had attended the University of 
Houston with the Honorable John 
Whitmire of the Houston area.  They 
became friends and worked hand-in-
hand on many pieces of legislation.  
This past spring, when Senator Whitmire 
became aware that Bill was retiring, he 
introduced Senate Resolution #732 to 
honor Bill on the floor of the senate, 
which is rarely done in this manner.  On 
May 14, 2019, this resolution was read 
on the floor:

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 732
        
WHEREAS, The Senate of the State of 
Texas is pleased to recognize W. M. 
“Bill” Elkin for his many achievements 
in the field of law enforcement and his 
distinguished leadership as Executive 
Director of the Houston Police Retired 
Officers Association; and        WHEREAS, 
Bill Elkin began his law enforcement 
career in 1954 with the Houston 
Police Department, and he retired 
from duty in 1992 after 38 years of 
exemplary service; and        WHEREAS, 
A dedicated public safety officer, 
Bill began an impressive path of 
professional advocacy during his time 
in the Houston Police Department; in 
the 1970s and 1980s, he held leadership 
positions in the Houston Police Officers 
Association, the Texas Municipal 
Police Association, and the Forgery 
Investigators Association of Texas;  ...

in 1997, a few years after his 
retirement from the Houston 
Police Department, Bill became 
the first Executive Director of the 
Houston Police Retired Officers 
Association, and he served loyally 
in that position until December 31, 
2018; and        WHEREAS, During 
a span of over four decades of 
noteworthy leadership with these 
various associations, Bill worked with 
the Texas Legislature to improve 
pension benefits and address 
other matters of significance for 
both active and retired officers; he 
helped give voice to those who 
devoted their careers to protecting 
and serving area citizens, and this 
year, he became the first person 
to be awarded the title of Lifetime 
Director Emeritus of the Houston 
Police Retired Officers Association; 
now, therefore, be it        RESOLVED, 
That the Senate of the State of Texas, 
86th Legislature, hereby honor W. M. 
“Bill” Elkin for his outstanding career 
and for his steadfast advocacy on 
behalf of retired police officers and 
extend to him best wishes in all his 
future endeavors; and, be it further        
RESOLVED, That a copy of this 
Resolution be prepared for him as 
an expression of esteem from the 
Texas Senate. 

Today, in July, 2019, Bill and his wife 
of twenty-eight years, Bebe, live in 
the Cypress area.  At age eighty-
six, Bill has experienced some health 
problems but is dealing with them.  He 
and Bebe have traveled extensively 
through the years making many flights 
across the Atlantic Ocean to visit 
Bebe’s family in her native Germany.  
Hopefully, Bill’s health will allow them 
to travel in the near future.  Bill had four 
sons and one of them, Dennis, was 
a Houston Firefighter who became 
seriously ill from performing his duties 
at HFD.  He passed away and his 
death was later classified as a DUTY 
RELATED death and he was  honored 
as such recently at the National 
Firefighters Headquarters in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado.  His other sons are 
Bailey, Joe, and Henry.  Bebe has also 
experienced the death of a son in 
recent years. 

In summary, William M. (Bill) Elkin has 
been a credit to law enforcement 
as well to his Country since 1954 until 
2019, sixty-five years.  

To Bill and Bebe, May our Good Lord 
be with you both in the future.

Nelson J. Zoch
July 20, 2019

Continues from Page 6

HPROA New Members 
JUNE 2019:
George Alderete, George Batcheler, 
Jerry Bennett, William Booth, Charles 
Busse, Donald Culak, Daniel Debakey, 
David Fausek, Benjamin Gill, Watson 
Holmes, Sheila Jackson, Gregory 
Neely, Doug Phipps, William Rios, 
Randy Robertson, Christopher Staggs, 
Rex Whitworth, Gerald Williams, John 
Zitzmann, and Eurisa Warfield.

Associate members approved:  
Stephanie Salcedo, Tommy Thomas, 
and Andrew Petty.

Associate members proposed-
Stephanie Salcedo and Tommy 
Thomas, both sponsored by Bob 
Barnard. 

JULY 2019:
Barry Curtis, D. Reagan Daniel, 
Anthony Gonzales, Urbina Hernandez, 
Charles W. Jones, and James S. Law.
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4807 Kirby Dr • 713-524-3801 
RiverOaksChrysler.com

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE HOUSTON POLICE OFFICERS UNION.

HELFMAN FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS

HELFMAN 
FORD

12220 Southwest Frwy
281-240-3673 • HelfmanFord.com

Open Mon - Sat

7720 Katy Frwy Next to IKEA
HelfmanFiat.com

713-533-6100

HELFMAN
FIAT/ALPHA ROMEO

Fiat 500 • Top Safety Pick Award
2012 • 2013 • 2014

HELFMAN
DODGE • CHRYSLER • JEEP • RAM

7720 Katy Frwy @ Silber Rd Next to IKEA
713-533-6100 • HelfmanDodge.com

Call
Alan Helfman

713-533-6100
HelfmanFiat.com
Open Mon - Sat

HELFMAN
FIAT

Houston’s #1 
Volume Dealer!

11819 Southwest Frwy 281-530-3673
HelfmanFiatofSugarland.com

Open Mon - Sat

FIAT • ALPHA ROMEO • MASERATI FIAT • MASERATI
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Unclaimed Property
Do you know where your money is?  Most people, especially 
cops, do know.  However, it has been discovered that 
many people do not know.

This writer recently became aware of an old amount of 
money was mine and I did not know it.  Of course, it was 
a very small amount but after researching this matter, 
which was brought to my attention by the State of Texas 
Comptroller’s Office, I found that there are many people 
out there who were likely unaware of this issue.

I received a notice from the above office and began an 
inquiry on how to proceed with claiming it. 

Did your financial planner ask to 
see your most recent tax return? 
By integrating financial planning and tax 
preparation, we are in a unique position to weave 
diverse elements of your financial picture into a 
unified, comprehensive plan that can meet your 
long-term goals. 

Securities offered through 1st Global Capital Corp. Member FINRA, SIPC • Investment advisory services offered through 1st Global Advisors, Inc. 
Insurance services offered through 1st Global Insurance Services, Inc. 

(281) 440-6279 
11555 Champion Forest Drive 

Houston, TX 77066 
www.MolenTax.com

UNRAVELING TAX HEADACHES & BUILDING FINANCIAL VISION 

It was then I realized just how many people are not aware 
of this type of unclaimed property.  If you are interested in 
whether you have such a windfall (mine was $30), go to
https://claimittexas.org/

You never know what you can find and you can also 
search for other names other than your own.  It is not the 
easiest website to navigate but if I can do it, you will likely 
be able to.  You might even be able to help a friend or 
family member with a windfall.

Nelson Zoch
7/6/2019
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HPROA Event Calender:
August, September, and October 2019

Thursday, August 1, 2019
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, Augist 8, 2019
HPOPS Board Meeting

NOTE FROM HPOPS:  HPOPS COMMITTEE MEETINGS ARE 
HELD THE TUESDAY MORNING PRIOR TO THE THURSDAY 
BOARD MEETING AND ARE OPEN TO MEMBERS.  THE 
HPOPS WEBSITE SHOULD BE CHECKED TO VERIFY TIMES 
AND SCHEDULING.

Thursday, August 8, 2019,  8:30am  HPROA Board 
Meeting and 9:30am General Membership Meeting.  
ELECTION RESULTS ON THIS DATE AS WELL AS 
COMPLIMENTARY MEAL.

Thursday, September 5, 2019
HPOU General Membership Meeting

Thursday, September 12, 2019
HPOPS Board Meeting (See above)

Thursday, September 12, 2019
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting 

Thursday, October 3, 2019
HPOU General Membership Meeting

NOTE:  SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2019-HILL COUNTRY 
FREDERICKSBURG REUNION, 10AM-2PM AT LADY BIRD 
PARK.  FRIED FISH AND ALL THE TRIMMINGS FOR $10 A 
PERSON.  SILENT AUCTION ALSO.

Thursday, October 10, 2019
HPOPS Board meeting (See above)

Thursday, October 10, 2019
8:30am HPROA Board Meeting 
9:30am General Membership Meeting

NOTE:  FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2019-RESCHEDULED 
POLICE WEEK CEREMONY AT THE POLICE MEMORIAL 
ON MEMORIAL DRIVE AND ALSO THE LINE OF DUTY 
DEATH FAMILIES RECEPTION BEFORE AND AFTER THE 
CEREMONY AT THE HPOU BUILDING.  THIS RECEPTION 
SPONSORED BY THE HPROA AND THE HPOU.

The Retired Badge August - September 2019 Edition

The Night Shift
There it was again.  Another night shift completed.  I retired from 
the Houston Police Department in April 2002.  I remember saying 
goodbye to friends, coworkers, and supervisors at the Houston 
Police Officer’s Union assembly and then feeling as though my 
heart was breaking as I drove away.  I can still see 61 Riesner 
disappearing as I headed north on I-45.  Our Father seems to 
read our heart’s feelings and in His own way compensates.  

Almost immediately, I began the night shift.  Those dreams, 
so real, as though nothing had changed.  At first, the dreams 
were somewhat mundane.  Preparing administrative reports, 
telephone calls, reviewing cases and reports, walk-ins and 
complaints.  Gradually all of this faded.  Through the years, the 
night shift became more enjoyable.  Now it’s riding partners with  
R.W. Lee, Joe Chebret, R.R. Riemenschneider, Lonnie Chance, 
Joe McGill, I.L. Stewart, John Eaton, S.A. Anderson, Carl Lenz, J.F. 
Loofs, D.J. McWilliams, Sam Merrill, J.B. Woodruff, K.E. Crawford, 
and so on.  There are the Sergeants M.E. Dwyer, C.R. Dietz, A.T. 
Cook, Rex Brown, R.C. Hardy, and more.

Then I am awake.  The night shirt is over.  I think of the many 
friends who have gone to another department and their shift 
with the one who will care for us forever.  I sincerely wish night 
shift continues for me until I report to the final assignment.  

Strange, isn’t it, that the least favorite shift for me was 
nights?  Now it’s my favorite.  I can’t wait for the next 
roll call.  How about you?  Which shift are you on, who 
was your partner?  Let’s meet on the second Thursday 
each month at 9:30 a.m.at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
on Whitney.  That’s the Houston Police Retired Officer’s 
meeting.  We’ll discuss the night shift.

Till nxt time,
E.J.
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Studies have shown that there are 
more active officers who meet their 
demise by their own hand than by 
active-duty line of deaths.  Sadly, the 
propensity for having to deal with 
stress, depression, being relieved of 
duty, divorce, money issues, et al. 
doesn’t end with retirement, it can 
even increase, and regrettably, some 
retirees choose to take their own life.  
This hit home with me this very month 
after a retiree I personally knew 
committed suicide.  

Suicide is a subject we must talk about, 
and we have to know what avenues 
are available for those needing help.    
We ALL know multiple friends who 
went down this despondent path, 
and opted for a permanent solution to 
a temporary problem.  Some studies 
have indicated that first responders, 
including retirees, can have a rate of 
substance abuse double that of the 
general population, a correlation to 
an increased suicide trigger. 

Fortunately, there is promise for any 
of us – active or retired - who are 
experiencing hopelessness, and 
it can start with a simple call to a 
completely 100% confidential and 
safe hotline: Houston Officers Peer 
Assistance (HOPA).  The HOPA hotline 
is staffed by HPD retiree volunteers 
who have experienced nearly EVERY 
like-type of issue that you might be 
faced with.  These volunteers are 
performing a ministry and I want to 
publically thank each of them. They 
won’t be judgmental when you call.  
They care.  Their mantra is “You are 
not alone”.  

Perhaps you might visit with a friend 
and find that he/she is experiencing 
profound stress.  I plead with you to 
proactively refer them to call HOPA.  
The hotline operates 24/7 and is easily 
accessed by calling 832-200-3499.  
One of our HPROA members, Tim 
Whitaker, is the HOPA president and 
serves on the HPOU Board. 

At the last HPROA Board Meeting, 
your HPROA Board of Directors felt so 
strongly about suicide prevention that 
they offered to start publishing HOPA’s 
contact information in the Retired 
Badge on a recurring basis.  If you, or 
a friend who is suffering, is reluctant to 
call HOPA, there are numerous other 
24/7 sites that offer a like-service and 
understand the mindset of a cop:

- COP2COP @ 1-866-267-2267 
(1-800-COP2COP),
- Copline @ 800-267-5463 
- Safe Call @206-459-3020 
(substance abuse, for first responders 
and family members), 
- 1sthelp.net maintains a 
geographical list of assistance for first 
responders
- Veterans Crises Hotline @ 1-800-
273-8255.  

Whichever service you contact is not 
important, just please make the call.  
And remember, HPD’s Psychological 
Services provides counseling to 
retirees, as well as active officers. 

Depression...Hopelessness...Suicide?
By Anthony Kivela

HOPA - Houston Officers Peer Assistance
Houston Officers Peer Assistance 
(HOPA) is a nonprofit, stand-
alone entity.  It is confidential and 
anonymous.  Our peer assistance 
program is comprised of retired 
officers.  They are dedicated to 
helping you get through the tough 
times in your life and career.  HOPA is 
hope when you feel you have none. 

HOPA was formed to assist active and 
retired HPD Officers who are willing 
to open up to someone and speak 
about their problems. 

For many years, Officers had no one 
to listen to the issues that bothered 
them.  For too many years, a number 
of Officers had no one and were 
ashamed to discuss their issues that 
were eating them alive mentally.

While many of these issues can be 
talked out and hopefully resolved to 
an extent, too many times failure to 
reach out for help resulted in creating 
more problems and in some instances, 
SUICIDE.  This writer was personally 
affected by a Retired Officer Suicide 
and not only saw, but experienced 
the damage left behind.

You may respond to calls-for-service 
by yourself, but let HOPA be your back-
up in life.  You are not alone.  HPOU 
Director Tim Whitaker is a contact 
person for this program.  HOPA’s 
twenty-four hour phone number is 
832-200-3499.  This line is staffed by 
individuals who understand what you 
are experiencing and are trained to 
assist.  If you are troubled, please call!
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Family Assistance and Burial Fund Contacts
HPROA Family Assistance Committee:

Forrest Turbeville, Chairman  713-319-5466
Nelson Foehner    713-857-2924
Ron Headley     713-253-5749
Ray Smith     281-731-1588
Pat Kainer     281-642-6645
Mattie Provost    832-653-4921

Family Assistance Unit:

Senior Police Officers Jennifer Smesny, 713-308-1237 and Jorge 
R. Lucero, 713-308-1240.

If unavailable, contact the HPD Command Center, 
713-308-1500. 

Burial Fund:

832-969-9099.   Leave message for someone to contact you.

HPD Academy Class #32 graduated on March 2, 1966, with 
thirty-seven new Officers to add to the ranks of HPD.  The Chief 
of Police at that time was H.B. Short, Assistant Chief was G.L. 
Seber.  Heading the academy at this time was Inspector Larry 
Fultz and Captain Harry Caldwell.

Eleven of the thirty-seven young Officers, for one reason or the 
other, left HPD prior to serving twenty years.  There were no LINE OF 
DUTY deaths from this class.  Those that left were  S.M. Boyle, R.E. 
Eastman, A.N. Hill, M.F. Stephens, T.F. Ball, A.V. Zavalla, R.J. Adcock, 
J.C. Van Hoozer, E.B. Malinowski, P.C. Kainer,and J.T. Wallace. 

As of this writing, four retired from HPD and have since passed 
away.  Those are, along with their years of service and year 
of death, John H. Allen, 31, 2000;  Milton E. Gideon, 23, 2011;  
Wayne Hankins, 29, 2000, and Ronnie A. Noskrent, 22, 2007.  

The following members of this class have retired and are 
enjoying the fruits of their labors today.  They are, along with 
years of service and year of retirement,  John W. Allen, 32, 1998;  
Roger Autrey, 20, 1986;  Thomas H. Bennett, 38, 2004; John W. 
Byars, 37, 2003;  

David H. Carlos, 22, 1988;  Ronnie M. Clayton, 23, 1989; Nelson E. 
Cox, 24, 1990;  Manfred C. Dignowity, 22, 1988;  Fred T. Eichholtz, 
25, 1991;  Bruce E. Frank, 29, 1995;  Reuben E. Grebe, 21, 1987;  
W.A. Greenwood, 25, 1991;  Danny R. James, 23, 1989;  Douglas 
K. McLeod, 27, 1993;  John M. O’Brien, 20, 1986;  Daniel Sacky, 38, 
2004;  Danny R. Spurlock, 30, 1996;  Dennis J. Storemski, 38, 2004, 
Johnny R. Thornton, 20, 1986 and James W. Williams, 38, 2004.  

There were two class members who are believed to have 
retired but were not listed in HPOPS.  They are S.J. Head and 
A.R. Magdeleno.

Those serving the longest with thirty-eight years were Dennis 
Storemski, Danny Sacky, and James W. Williams followed  closely 
by John Byars with thirty-seven years.  Thomas Bennett was listed as 
having thirty-eight years, but it is believed he had a break in service.

May the Good Lord continue to bless these fine men and their 
families.

Nelson Zoch
June 15, 2019

The Current History of Academy Class #32

CALL (713) 802-2967
TO JOIN HPROA TODAY
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Hello Retirees and Friends,

How is everyone surviving the 
Summer?  We got lucky and 
escaped the storm in the Gulf:  
Barry.  Thank goodness for that.  
Again, let’s hope for the best that it 
will only be warm without any storms 
or hurricanes this season.

Well, we are two months away from 
our Fredericksburg Reunion.  The date 
is October 5, 2019 at The Pioneer 
Pavilion located at Lady Bird Johnson 
Park in Fredericksburg.  It will be 
hosted by our long time friends and 
faithful HPROA members, Lamar and 
Dee Kimble.  The Reunion is from 10A - 
2P and the cost is $10 per person.

As always we will have our delicious 
Catfish Dinner with all the trimmings 
for lunch.  So if you have never been 
to a Fredericksburg Reunion, you are 
missing some good ole catfish!  Why 
not come out and join us?

We also have our Silent Auction 
scheduled.  So please participate 
by bringing a household item you no 
longer need but is still in good condition 
and donate it towards our Auction. 
All you have to do is take your items 
with you on the day of the Reunion 
(October 5, 2019).  If you can’t make it 
to Fredericksburg and wish to donate, 
just bring it to the August or September 
monthly meetings.  It certainly will be 
appreciated and all proceeds from 
the Auction go to our HPROA.

So hopefully all who are planning on 
attending have made reservations.  
But if you have not, this is a Reminder:     
Make Your Reservations Now!!   This 
is also Octoberfest Weekend in 
Fredericksburg.  Of course, Lady Bird 
Park has their RV Park with full hook 
ups.  Many of our members take 
advantage of it.  For reservations call 
830.997.4202.

Folks, we hope to see many of you at 
this Reunion.  Just FYI our attendance 
in 2018 was 186; in 2017 attendance 
was 200; and in 2016 attendance was 
225.  They are a lot of fun.  Lots to do 
in Fredericksburg!

Matthew and Rosalie Potell
Entertainment Committee 

From the Entertainment Committee

One Call Away...

EDITORS NOTE:  Charles R. Martel is a new contributor to the Retired Badge.  Charles is an associate member of the HPROA and was 
one of the first to join in that capacity.  Charles has been writing for a number of years.  Charles served with the Texas Department 
of Corrections for five years from 1977-1982.  He then served with the Harris County Sheriff’s Department for twenty-five years from 
1983-2008.  During that time, he worked in Patrol, the Jail, and the Courts Divisions.

Roll call has ended.  The uniformed 
officers exit the rear door of the station 
and amble across the lot where their 
patrol cars are parked...

As they locate a unit, each officer 
prepares to “load up” his equipment, 
briefcase, clipboard, ticket book, 
raincoat, flashlight, and shotgun.  
Work cards are attached to overhead 
visors.  Lights and sirens are checked.

One by one, blue-and-white squad 
cars leave the station and pull out on 
the streets.  Officers “bump” dispatch 
and sign on one or two-man.  Within 
minutes, they are en route to their 
designated “beats,” and for the next 
eight hours, these guardians in blue 
are but one call away.

One call away responding to a silent 
alarm on a business or checking a 
suspicious person outside a school, one 
call away locating a missing child in a 
wooded area or finding the body of a 
murder victim in an overgrown field.

One call away from signing a tow 
slip on an abandoned vehicle or 
investigating a major accident 
involving multiple fatalities, one call 
away checking an assault victim at a 
local hospital or wrestling a combative 
drunk inside a dimly lit barroom.

One call away from writing a theft 
report, searching a building or 
chasing a burglar on foot, one call 
away from resolving a family dispute 
or shooting it out with a wanted 
fugitive resisting arrest.

One call away from accusations of 
excessive force or commendation 
for saving a life, one call away 
from glory or infamy, one call away 
from indictment, termination, 
retirement, or death.

One call away from end of shift, 
whatever the circumstance, 
whatever the outcome for police 
officers everywhere, state trooper, 
sheriff’s deputies, constables on 
patrol, in large cities or small towns, 
they’re out there day and night, 
rain or shine, infernal heat, frigid 
cold, no more, no less, but always 
just one call away.

Charles Martel
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Late May weather is chancy at best.  
It wasn’t the first time that weather 
stopped our hunting and probably 
won’t be the last.  Rain wiped out the 
varmint shooting part of our trip to 
Idaho and Oregon.  Trey and I had a 
super good time during the trip and 
the visits with old friends made it all 
worthwhile.  Maybe next year.

We took the “scenic route” getting 
up there.  We stopped at the NRA 
Whittington National Shooting Center 
for a day.  We bought day passes for 
the ranges and got Trey’s new .17 
HMR zeroed in.  

Then we spent a good bit of time 
visiting the ghost town there on the 
property.  Van Houten, New Mexico, 
was founded in 1902 by the Raton 
Coal and Fuel Company.  Named 
after the company’s president, it was 
a thriving company town supporting 
the coal mine for a little over 50 years.  
The post office was shut down in 1952 
and the mine closed in 1954.  The 
cemetery and ruins are still there.

The relatively small firearms museum is 
crammed with very interesting displays 
and it takes longer to see everything 
than you might imagine.  There is 
a serious research library for those 
scholars interested in doing detailed 
research on guns and shooting.

The Gift Shop has a lot of souvenir 
items but also sells firearms and ammo 
as well as shooting gear.  You can’t 
beat that.

Talking with other retired police 
officers, there is probably a future trip 
back out to the Whittington Center 
and some varmint hunting in the area 
to boot.  I really hope that will happen.

There was still a good bit of snow in the 
upper passes through Colorado and into 
Utah.

We stopped at the John M. Browning 
Museum.  It’s located in the Union 
Station, which is still a working train 
station, in Ogden, Utah.  We saw a 
lot of the original prototype guns that 
John M. Browning made.  Included is 
a replica of his workshop that contains 
a lot of the original benches and tools 
he used.  Browning’s ability to visualize 
something and produce it using hand 
tools and raw material without any 
drawings reminds me so much of Dad.  
That particular characteristic skipped 
at least one generation with me.

In the same huge railroad station 
building is a vintage car collection, a 
miniature train collection, a cowboy 
collection and a full locomotive train 
collection on the tracks outside.

The rains in and around Boise drove the 
varmints underground for the duration.  
The scouting trips were negative 
but being blessed with a chance to 
spend a whole day in and around a 
true gunsmith’s private workshop is an 
acceptable replacement.

The five of us gun enthusiasts watched 
Phil work on one of my old guns and 
others.  He found the one tiny problem 
with my old Winchester Model 77 .22 
and fixed it.  We handled and talked 
about a bunch of other interesting guns.  
A wonderful lunch and a LOT of stories 
made the whole day worth the trip.  

When the rain set in again the next 
morning with a forecast for more over 
the weekend, we headed home a 
day early.  It did rain more so we didn’t 
miss out on any shooting time.

God’s still in control of the weather 
so it’s a matter of happenstance.  
He’s known to be a bit fickle in 
His dealings with almost all of the 
weather forecasters.  Continues on Page 18

The Shotgun Corner
By M. D. Beale, Jr. The best I ever knew were the weathermen 

at Marine Corps airfields and the Lord 
knows I spent a lot of time there.  They 
can consistently tell you, pretty well to the 
minute, when rain or snow will start and 
stop within any given twenty-four hour 
time period, which just goes to show that 
God loves Marines best.  

The Dog Days of summer are upon us 
in full force.  The hot, humid, muggy, 
stormy weather of the Gulf Coast has set 
in in earnest.  To me it’s better than the 
droughts – except for the danger of storm 
damage to people and property.  

As a young lad it was days like these 
that were spent working and playing 
in the fig orchards, hay fields, satsuma 
and tangerine orange groves, up and 
down the banks of creeks, around 
stock tanks, bayous and rice canals 
in and around Friendswood.  Growing 
up like that, my friends and I became 
intimately acquainted with such wild 
critters as water moccasins, crawfish, 
catfish, bass, perch, shrimp, oysters 
and oyster shell roads, birds, alligator 
gars, skunks, possums, chicken and 
garter snakes, alligators, squirrels, 
field rats and mice, dove and quail, 
various and sundry water birds of 
different varieties, chiggers, skeeters, 
yellow jackets, wasp, hornets, honey 
bees, poison ivy and oak and sumac, 
dewberry vines and other plants 
that could scratch or cause you 
discomfort. [Dewberry cobbler is still 
my most favorite.]

It was also the training ground for .22 long 
rifle expertise and, on occasion, basic 
shotgun use.  The practical application 
for both were learned the hard way, 
generally by trial and error, with minimum 
instructions from adults other than to be 
very careful about where you pointed the 
gun [most especially not at yourself] and 
what you shot at, being very mindful of 
other people’s property and animals.
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Birthdays & Anniversaries

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Information on birthdays and anniversaries is only printed at the request of the members involved.  The requestor is totally 
responsible for the accuracy of said information.

SEPT
1, 1947  Robert W. McClemore
1, 1998  Donna & Steve Benavides
2, 1986  C.W. & Lena “Dee” Meyer
3, 1934  K.C. Ross
3, 1945  Steve Benavides
4, 1956  Arden & Patricia Lynch
4, 1953  Vickie Rayne
8, 1930  Wilton J. “Bill” Fish
8, 1964  Georgia & D.A. Gibson
10, 1961 Carolyn & Bob Foster
10, 1952 Jackie Powers
10, 1942 Lena “Dee” Meyer
11, 1967 Joy & David Riggs
12, 1978 Linda & Don Morton
12, 1991 Susan & Clarence Hightower
12th  Pat McMenemy
14, 1932 Paul Artz
16th  Weldon Tiedt
16th  Lil Tiedt

1, 1963  E.W. & Celia Godfrey
2, 1964   Kay & Don Easterling
2, 1951  Elizabeth & J.O. Parker
4, 1954  Judy & Lloyd Smith
5th  C.J. & Conny Klausner
7, 1957  Anthony & Antoinette Vento
12, 1943  Bill K. Morgan
17, 1942 Allen Tharling
19th  Jo DeFoor
19, 1964 Phil & Margie Frank
22, 1958 Ken Hilleman
24th  Kay Aldridge
25, 1945 Stephen Vaeza
26, 1946 Joyce & Dave Hadley
27. 1950 Janice Fish
27, 1958 Barbara & Charles O. Ford
29, 1962 Eveonne & William Sanders
29th  Barbara S. Ford

AUG
16, 1949 William L. “Bill” Panzer
16, 1986  Vickie and Steve Rayne
19, 1946 John R. Stelwagen
19, 1965 James D. & Linda Ponder
20, 1954 Sue & Ike Shelburne 
22nd  Barbara Cotten
22, 1953 Pat & Guy McMenemy
22, 1964 Jerry & Carole Ann DeFoor
23, 1985 George & Jackie Powers
31, 1991 James Rick & Sue B. Walker
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Membership Application 
information on page 28

Mobile Cop Shop

MOBILE COP SHOP
SINCE 1990

SUPPLIES FOR THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

mobilecopshop.com - for schedule

SPRING, TEXAS
(281) 353-5329

J.R. KNOTT
MOBILE (713) 822-8160

Law Enforcement prices on 
Smith & Wesson and Sig Sauer

Duplicate badges -- 
full or wallet size

CALL (713) 802-2967

TO JOIN 
HPROA TODAY
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While growing up, I frequently heard 
comments from older individuals that 
all seemed to think their generation 
was the greatest.  The comments were 
various, but the one I remember the 
most was “What is this world coming 
to?  Of course, there was actually the 
Greatest Generation, the one born in 
the 1920’s and earlier that helped win 
World War II.

I’m sure that each and every 
generation has had the same thoughts 
about the young people in their era.  
Recently, I was reading a copy of 
the newspaper USA Today, which 
is published five days a week and 
covers only national and some world 
news.  This paper features a column 
entitled 50 States and prints a short 
four-five line excerpt from each of the 
fifty states.  On this particular date, 
maybe it was a full moon, maybe not, 
but the below articles caught my eye 
and made me wonder WHAT IS THE 
WORLD COMING TO?  These were as 
follows with a short editors comment 
or question:

Hawaii:  The first breeding attempt by 
a pair of Hawaiian crows in the wild in 
nearly 20 years appears to have failed.  
The Hawaii Tribune-Herald reports 
officials at Puu Makaala Natural Area 
Reserve did not find offspring at a nest 
the birds built.  Question:  Why?

Kansas:  The state is relying on its 
conservation effort to protect the 
lesser prairie chicken as an ecotourist 
attraction.  Question:  How much 
less is a lesser prairie chicken from a 
regular one?

Missouri:  Callers to a state hotline for 
abuse of elderly or disabled residents 
frequently can’t get through to 
anyone.  Records obtained by the 
Columbia Missourian and KBIA radio 
found only about half of the 92,000 
calls to the hotline were answered.   
WHAT A TERRIBLE SITUATION THAT MUST 
BE?

New Mexico:  The first woman to 
oversee the state’s multi-billion dollar 
mineral resources is proposing to do 
away with gender-specific pronouns 
such as “he,” “his,” or “him” in agency 
rulebooks.  Land Commissioner 
Stephanie Garcia Richard says the 
State Land Office will hold a public 
hearing Friday in Santa Fe on the 
proposed changes.  Question:  How 
important is that, anyway?

Oregon:  The state Senate voted 
17-12 to prohibit grocery stores and 
restaurants from providing free plastic 
checkout bags.  The bill now goes to 
the governor.  Comment:  Now that is 
very important, for sure.

Editors Comments

The Train is Off the Tracks
Texas:  In Dallas, city leaders have 
declared a Confederate statue 
surplus property and offered to sell it 
for a minimum $450,000-what it cost to 
remove it from public view.  Question:  
I wonder who got the contract for 
that removal?

Washington:  State and local 
authorities will now be restricted from 
asking about people’s immigration 
status, adding to West Coast wall 
of states with so-called sanctuary 
policies.  Gov. Jay Inslee signed a 
measure Tuesday implementing the 
new rules.  Comment:  So much for 
enforcing existing laws and protecting 
the regular citizen from those that 
entered the country illegally.

Well, you say, these are just some 
frustrations and comments from a 
grumpy, old, over-the-hill crank.  
Probably so.  My final question is:  HOW 
MUCH LONGER CAN THIS TRAIN KEEP 
RUNNING WHEN IT IS THAT FAR OFF OF 
THE TRACK?

Nelson Zoch
July 1, 2019

Continues from Page 15

But the real benefit was being 
instilled with the undying love of 
hunting and being outdoors.  I’ve 
often set on my hunting stool under 
a mesquite bush, or in a duck 
blind, or in a deer stand for a good 
amount of time just appreciating 
all of the beauty and intricacies of 
God’s handiwork.  

It’s so well planned, engineered and 
finely balanced that, to me, it’s as plain 
as day that it’s really too complicated 
to be an accident of chance.

I really need to get back out on the 
shotgun range.  Mid-September will 
be on us before we realize it.  I’m 
going to try to get back down to a 
south Texas dove field then, if possible.  

I really don’t want to embarrass myself 
by shooting too poorly.

Times like these I miss my labs, - 
sometimes a lot.  Stay safe, cool and 
dry.  See y’all at the range and/or in 
the field. 



This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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President Alan Helfman

Call President Alan Helfman

Chrysler • Jeep • Dodge • Ram

Phase Down & Social Security Information
PHASE DOWN INFORMATION:  Per the Meet & Confer 
Agreement, retirees on Phase Down may be eligible to use 
their accumulated time to secure active city insurance rates 
for up to four years if their accrued time allows.  After four years, 
the retiree must move to retiree insurance rates, even if they 
are able to remain on Phase Down.  The City does not send 
out reminders; thus, at least one and a half months prior to the 
time your active insurance expires, contact the COH-HR (*) to 
complete the necessary paperwork for moving your deductions 
from your Phase Down check to a HPOPS deduction.  Failure to 
do this can result in you losing your Health, Vision, and/or Dental 
coverage.  Retirees still on active insurance rates who are 
completely ending their Phase Down period should do likewise.

Also, if a retiree opts out of active medical insurance during 
Phase-Down, it may not be possible to opt-in at a later date.  
Verify your personal situation and your proper course of action 
in writing with COH H.R.

*see insert in this paper titled: “City of Houston Human 
Resources Insurance Department Contact Numbers”

SOCIAL SECURITY WEP & GPO INFORMATION:   In a recent 
edition of the Retired Badge, there is a very long and 
detailed article explaining the WINDFALL ELIMINATION 
PROVISION (WEP) and the GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET 
(GPO), and what retirees can do to assist in getting these 
terrible measures repealed.  Without repeating everything 
therein, if you didn’t read the article, we encourage you 
to visit the HPROA website and access the link to the 
archived 2019 June-July edition of the Retired Badge (see 
the article on page 22).
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Insurance Contact Information
RETIREE RESOURCES - Main Number
832.393.6000 Option #2
retireebenefits@Houstontx.gov

CIGNA
832.393.6191  (local)  
832.393.6192
832.393.6193
800.997.1406 (national)
www.cigna.com
www.mycigna.com
  

DELTA DENTAL
832.393.6157
For contacting and searching for a dentist
DHMO   844.282.7637
DPPO   855.242.1549
deltadentalins.com/
cityofhoustonbenefits.org 

LIFE INSURANCE (through City of Houston)
832.393.6000

Due to the lack of personnel and others on leave, just leave your information on the voice 
mail.  It may take a few days for a representative to return your call.    

The Capital Murder of 
Sergeant Bruno D. Soboleski

Bruno David Soboleski was born on February 5, 1958 in 
Pennsylvania.  He worked as an ironworker for a number 
of years.  Layoffs occurred and he was recruited to come 
to Houston, Texas, to join the Houston Police Department.   
He graduated from Houston Police Academy Class #112 
on August 5, 1983.   He had been a policeman for nearly 
eight years and a Sergeant for the past two years.

On Saturday night, April 6, 1991, Evening Shift Sergeant 
Bruno Soboleski reported for duty on his regular night off to 
work the Zero Tolerance-Drug overtime program.  Assigned 
to the Southeast Patrol Division, his regular assigned shift 
was 3pm-11pm with Friday and Saturdays as his regular 
days off.  On this night, Sergeant Soboleski, riding unit 
91D30, was accompanied by a departmentally approved 
ride-along, who was currently serving on a Grand Jury.

While on patrol shortly before 0100 hours on Sunday 
morning, April 7, Sergeant Soboleski was northbound on 
Calhoun from Yellowstone in the 6600 block. There he 
observed several males standing in the street and this 
being a high-crime, drug-infested area, Sergeant Soboleski 
drove up to these individuals and from his vehicle, inquired 
as to what they were doing. 

April 12, 1991

By Nelson Zoch
A comment was made by one of them that they weren’t 
up to anything.  

At this point, Sergeant Soboleski exited his vehicle and 
courteously told both males to place their hands on the 
police car so that he could conduct a pat down search 
for weapons.  One of the men went to the front of the 
car and placed his hands on the hood of the car while 
the other placed his hands on the left front section of the 
police vehicle.  This placed Sergeant Soboleski between 
the two.  The grand juror remained in the car, seated in 
the right front seat.

The first man submitted to the search and after nothing was 
found, Sergeant Soboleski was about to turn his attention 
to the second suspect when the grand juror saw this man 
pulling a pistol from his waist.  She attempted to honk the 
car horn and also shouted to the Sergeant.  However, the 
suspect opened fire and shot Sergeant Soboleski, who fell 
to the street after being hit at least twice.  Both of these 
suspects then fled on foot. 

It was later determined that there was a third man with 
these two who had been standing observing these 
happenings from between several parked cars in a 
parking lot. 

Continues on Page 22
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When he saw his friend shoot the officer, 
he decided to enter the situation and 
fired a number of rounds at the critically 
wounded Officer lying in the street.

The grand juror, still seated in the front, 
while honking the horn and screaming at 
the suspect in hopes of scaring him off,  
then frantically witnessed the suspect fire 
a round through the windshield at her.  
Fortunately, he missed.  She called for 
assistance on the police radio.

Other police units arrived shortly as did 
medical help.  HFD E.M.T.’s summoned Life 
Flight Helicoptor for the seriously wounded 
Sergeant Soboleski and he was flown to 
Hermann Hospital in very critical condition.

An all out Homicide response
On duty Homicide Lieutenant Ken 
Johnson responded immediately to the 
scene as did his on duty Sergeants, Terry 
Ross and Dale Atchetee.  Lieutenant 
Guy Mason’s Day shift murder squad 
was on call on this weekend and after 
conferring with him, Lieutenant Johnson 
called  Lieutenant Mason’s first two 
pair of investigators in from home to 
respond to this investigation.  It would be 
Lieutenant Mason’ squad responsibility 
to take charge of this investigation from 
this point forth.  

Sergeants Ronnie Doyle and Sharon 
Durham were assigned to the scene 
investigation as case agents to follow 
through on this matter.  They were 
assisted by Ross and Atchetee as well as 
Sergeants Larry Boyd Smith and Kenny 
Williamson, who were called in to assist in 
the hospital investigation and any other 
duties that may follow.

One solid witness
Early in the investigation, the grand jury 
lady was able to provide a detailed 
clothing and physical description of the 
shooter.  Additionally, there were two 
brothers who were working on a car 
nearby when the shooting occurred.  
Both of these witnesses were also able 
to describe the suspects as well as 
their route of travel in fleeing from the 
scene on foot. Continues on Page 23

In reviewing this investigative report, 
there appeared to be a tremendous 
amount of quality investigative work 
performed not only by the Homicide 
investigators, but also critical actions 
taken in a timely manner by the on-duty 
Radio Patrol personnel.

Immediate assistance from the Patrol 
Division
As stated, the two mechanic brothers 
clearly heard the shooting and saw 
the suspect fleeing the scene towards 
them.  He was last seen running through  
a muddy field.  Alert patrol officers 
responded and acting on this small lead, 
set up a perimeter of the area north of 
where the suspect was last seen.  Officers   
K.S.Fedderson and J.W. Pearson saw the 
suspect, who then turned south.  They 
pursued him through some houses, but 
lost him near England and Hull Streets.  
At this point, they called for a K-9 Unit 
that was manned by Officer F.A. Ruffino.  
His K-9 partner picked up the trail and 
followed it to a nearby apartment 
project at 4100 Hull at San Augustine 
Streets.  At this point, the trail was lost in a 
puddle of water.  However, the K-9 had 
put Officers onto what later proved to 
be very fertile ground.

Patrol Lieutenant Gray Smith was the 
ranking uniformed supervisor on duty 
and he and a number of Officers begin 
a full scale canvas of the project on Hull 
Street.  They quickly received information 
which centered them on one particular 
apartment.  While receiving the usual 
reluctant amount of cooperation, they 
were able to gain permission to enter this 
apartment on a welfare check as the 
occupant was a teenage female caring 
for several smaller children.  

This proved to be the first piece of 
the puzzle.  Upon entering the unit, 
they located a Black Male that fit the 
description of the shooter.  Also, they 
observed soiled clothing and muddy 
shoes, the clothing fitting that as described 
by the main witness.   And, of all things, 
a discarded 9mm pistol lay on the floor 
near where the suspect was found.

Of course, immediately the location 
was secured until Homicide investigators 
could begin the process of legal consent 
for a further search as well as the 
recovery of the evidentiary items.  This 
suspect, Shelton Denoria Jones, was sent 
to the Homicide Office.  Sergeants Smith 
and Williamson, who had been unable 
to interview the wounded Sergeant, had 
returned to the Homicide Office to await 
further instructions from Lieutenants 
Mason and Johnson.  Lieutenant Mason 
assigned them the task of interviewing 
the main suspect, Shelton Jones.

Meanwhile, back at the scene, 
responding Officers had noticed a 
vehicle that, unlike the others around it 
in the parking lot, was warm to the touch 
on the hood.  Additionally, even though 
it had been raining intermittently, the 
windows were down on the vehicle and 
there were items of value in plain view.  It 
was strongly suspected that this vehicle 
might be in some way involved with the 
suspects, all of which had fled on foot.  
And, interestingly enough,  they saw 
near this vehicle six fired 9mm cartridges, 
the same caliber as the three found in 
the street where the Sergeant was shot.

Things were happening fast.  Registration 
was checked on this vehicle and that led 
Lieutenant Johnson and a large posse 
to a nearby address on Hogue Street.  
From there, they learned that a Gregory 
Pickrom had custody of the vehicle on 
this night.  They also were appraised of  
a nearby  location from which he had 
just made a rather frantic and confused 
phone call. Gregory was found at a house 
on Sidney Street and he quickly upped 
the fact that he was there when the 
shooting occurred (he was the suspect 
in the front of the car that Soboleski had 
searched and found unarmed).  He 
became a very cooperative, concerned 
citizen and provided the names of Shelton 
Jones (arrested on Hull Street) and Chris 
Coleman, who was the suspect that was 
standing off in the parking lot near the 
vehicle when the Sergeant was wounded.  

Continues from Page 21
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The criminal frame of mind
It never ceases to amaze me the 
justification criminals have fixed in their 
minds and readily prepared for an 
explanation of their criminal actions.  
These are used  by suspects in these and 
many other incidents.  When all was said 
and done, when all three statements were 
reviewed, the following was learned:  
Shelton Jones, who was on probation 
for theft by receiving stolen goods, left 
a nearby club on Griggs with Gregory 
Pickrom and Christopher Coleman.  
Armed, their sole purpose in life this night 
was to find a dope dealer to rob.  

Oddly enough, Sergeant Soboleski was 
working overtime on the Zero Tolerance 
Drug Program.  Jones, in just the week 
prior to this offense,  had purchased from 
a pawn shop on South Main two identical 
Glock 9mm automatics with successive 
serial numbers.  Unemployed, he paid 
cash for the weapons.  

When they stopped on Calhoun and 
Hull to do their no-good, sorry business, 
Coleman was in the background in the 
parking lot to act as the lookout.  Jones 
admitted that when Sergeant Soboleski 
was successfully searching Pickrom, he 
decided that he “ought to be up front 
with the Officer and show him his pistol”. 
Yea, right.  

In his thinking, if he just showed it to 
Soboleski, all would be well.  Of course, 
when Sergeant Soboleski saw out of  the 
corner of his eye that Jones was pulling 
the weapon as well as hearing his grand 
juror riding partner shouting, he obviously 
had other concerns other than being 
innocently shown Jones’ pistol.  Then, 
Coleman, being the brave man his 
parents raised him to be, decided to join 
in the fun AFTER THE SERGEANT WAS SHOT.  
It is not believed that he struck Sergeant 
Soboleski, but it was later ascertained that 
some of the slugs from the patrol car were 
NOT from Shelton Jones’ 9mm.  Coleman 
definitely wanted to be a part of the deal, 
but his cowardly actions occurred only 
after Soboleski was down and out.

Continues from Page 22

Coleman would apparently be the one 
who also fired at Sergeant Soboleski.

Sergeants Smith and Williamson, after 
conducting an at-length interview 
with the primary suspect, were able to 
obtain from Shelton Jones his admission 
that he had shot the Sergeant.  He also 
confirmed Gregory Pickrom’s story as well 
as providing not only Chris Coleman’s 
identity, but a location in the area where 
he might be hiding out.

This information led Lieutenant Johnson 
and Sergeants Doyle and Durham and 
their group of very anxious patrol officers 
to several locations, one of which was 
on Maggie Street.  It was there, at about 
daybreak, that Doyle, Durham, and 
posse located Chris Coleman.  

Assistance from the D.A.’s Office
As is the case of most incidents where 
police officers are shot, a Chief Assistant 
District Attorney was immediately 
assigned to monitor this investigation 
and assist Homicide with any legal 
questions that may arise.  In this instance, 
ADA Keno Henderson was available and 
before the end of the day on Sunday, 
Shelton Denoria Jones and Christopher 
Dwight Coleman were charged with 
Attempted Capital Murder of a Police 
Officer.  Gregory Steven Pickrom was not 
charged in this incident, but was jailed 
on outstanding forgery warrants.

A seriously wounded Officer
Having all three suspects in custody 
in such a timely manner was certainly 
uplifting to all involved in the investigation.  
However, the condition of the seriously 
wounded Sergeant weighed heavily 
on everyone’s mind.  Sergeants Smith 
and Williamson had not been able to 
speak with Sergeant Soboleski as he had 
received four gunshot wounds-in the right 
and left chest, left groin, and right flank.  
Further interviews with medical personnel 
at Hermann Hospital revealed that the  
gunshots had caused a glancing blow 
to the heart and injuries to the lungs as 
well as major damage to the blood 
vessels leading to the lungs.  There was a 
tremendous amount of internal bleeding. 

In the days following, Sergeant Soboleski 
underwent at least four major operations 
in an attempt to repair the damage the 
9mm missiles had done to his body.  At 
one point, over 400 units of blood had 
been used as he continued to bleed 
internally despite all efforts to control 
the hemorrhaging.  In a statement of 
support for the wounded Sergeant, 
the Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center 
reported on April 11 that over 1,333 units 
of blood had been donated for Sergeant 
Soboleski.

However, just shortly after midnight in the 
early morning hours of Friday, April 12, 
Sergeant Bruno David Soboleski passed 
away in Hermann Hospital.  He was 33 
years old.

Another Police Officer funeral-the fourth 
line of duty death in 16 months (Boswell, 
Irby, Salvaggio, and Soboleski)
Sergeant Soboleski was survived by 
his wife, Sue Soboleski, as well as by his 
daughters, Stephanie and Mallorie.  
Also, by his Mother, Mary Soboleski, 
and brothers Walter, Joseph, Frank, 
and Leonard Soboleski.  A sister, Mary 
Crawley, was also left to mourn his 
death.  He was preceded in death by his 
Father, Bruno Soboleski, and one brother, 
Michael Soboleski.  

A vigil for the deceased was held at 
7pm on Monday, April 15, 1991, at the 
Earthman Hunters Creek Chapel at 8303 
Katy Freeway.  Funeral services were 
conducted on Tuesday morning at 10am 
at the Second Baptist Church, 6400 
Woodway, with the Reverends David 
Dixon and Brad Ottosen Jr. officiating.

With burial to follow several days later 
at the Oak Hill Cemetery in Sandy Lake, 
Pennsylvania, a mock graveside service 
for all of his friends and fellow officers was 
conducted on the grassy area outside 
the church.  The 21 gun salute to Sergeant 
Bruno Soboleski was held followed by 
a flyover of three HPD helicoptors.  His 
remains were then escorted to the 
airport by HPD Solo motorcycle officers. 

Continues on Page 26
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IN MEMORIUM
WE REMEMBER

WITH PRIDE
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1, 2011  Milton Gideon   
2, 2016      Wilfred Navarro, Jr. 
3, 2005 George E. Cones
3, 2018  Jack Arthur Miller
4, 2002  George D. Williams 
4, 2013  Allen R. Rogers  
4, 2015  Donald Ray Morton
5, 2004  Jimmie Farrrar  
5, 2011  James Chism 
5, 1998 James W. Peacock
6, 2002 David Barnett
6, 2004 Jimmie Bob Farrar
6, 2016  James L. Davis
7, 1994  Leo R.P. Pierpont    
7, 2012  Ray Krampota
8, 2002 Bennett G. Denham
8, 2003 Louis H. Martin

AUGUST
8, 2003 Jack Betz
8, 2007  Ronnie Noskrent
9, 2002 Humberto E. Moreno
9, 2017  Larry H. Williams
9. 2018  James H. Haralson 
10, 2015  Edward A. Thomas 
11, 2008  Velia Ortega  
11, 2010  J. O. Brannon   
12, 1996  William B. Chancey  
12, 2008  Harold E. Evans   
12, 2016  Patsy A. Richard   
12, 2016  Jerrial L. Crutcher  
14, 2005 Michael A. Lima
14, 2016  James S. Coley 
15, 2014  Wilbert Eickenhorst 
16, 2010  Hansford G. Whitaker  
16, 2017  Sherman J. Hicks, Sr. 
17, 2001 Stuart R. Sikes
  

18, 2010  Harold E. Sharp
18, 2014  Sherwood Jett 
20, 2008  Robert L. Starbuck 
21, 2005 Paul F. Bruce
22, 1982 Carroll Homer Wright
22, 2011  Johnny Neely 
23, 2004 Jack S. Qualls
25, 2012  Ray Houston Ross   
25, 2017  Brian T. Surginer
27, 2008  Ellis P. Sammons   
27, 2017  James N. Flagg   
28, 2007  Allen Cooley   
28, 2008  Theophilus Austin, Jr. 
29, 1991 L.D. Morrison Jr.
29, 2011  Andrew Geffert  
29, 2013  Jack D. Lee   
29, 2017 Steve A. Perez

SEPTEMBER
1, 2007  William L. Pardue   
2, 2010  Royce R. Sillavan   
2, 2015  Arden W. Lynch   
3, 2008  Carvel Lee McNeil, Jr.  
4, 1989  Lee Wayne Redden  
4, 2016  Sheryl L. Wright   
5, 2016  Edward Holiday   
6, 2010  Mark E. Meaney   
7, 2008  Andrew Stephen Reiser  
8, 1998  Jim D. Tucker   
8, 2003  Louis H. Martin   
8, 2017  Bonnie Montero
9, 1998  J.D. “Jim” Tucker    
9, 2004  Bruce Wayne Oliver   
10, 2013  John S. Adamson, III  
11, 2006  Roy B. Chandler   
  

11, 2009  Billy Byron Black 
11, 2011  Morris L. Quast, Sr.   
13, 2014  Rafael L. Gonzales  
14, 1994  Emmett R. Williams  
14, 2011  Raymond Dickel  
15, 2004  Gerald D. Peyton    
16, 1995  James O. Norris   
17, 2011  August “Gus” J. Hruzak 
17, 2018    Oscar W. Farrell 
19, 2016  Donald J. McWilliams  
20, 2015  Gerry “Spider” Fincher  
21, 2001  Ira W. “Bubba” Holmes   
21, 2006  Rodney Adam Johnson  
21, 2011  Stanley D. Plaster   
21, 2012  Marvin R. Ellison   
22, 2001  Carroll Dale Mitchell   
22, 2005  Raymond E. Abel Jr.  

22, 2008  Charles D. Cone 
22, 2012  Tommy Baber   
23, 2005  Jimmy Ray Davis    
23, 2008  Andrew L. Kelly   
24, 2008  Carl A. Dickson   
25, 2010  Gary T. Crawford   
26, 2010  Vonda J. Higgins   
27, 1983  David Charles Francis  
27, 2009  Franklin Y. Paul   
27. 2010  Thomas C. Pickens, Jr.  
28, 2004  William L. (Bill) Bryson  
28, 2005  Lilly Stephenson  
28, 2006  Jimmy K. McGill   
29, 2005  Raymond E. Abel, Jr.  
29, 2016  Milton Wayne Wilson  
30, 2002  A.T. Cook 
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A Death Penalty case
The Harris County District Attorney, a 
county-wide elected official, is legally 
charged by his oath of office to enforce 
all laws that are broken within the 
confines of his jurisdiction, Harris County, 
Texas.  The DA is described as the Chief 
Law Enforcement Officer of the County.  
What a tremendous responsibility?

Of course, here in 2005, Harris County has 
received the reputation as the Death 
Penalty capital of the United States.  
Rightfully so, thanks to his predecessor, 
Carol Vance, D.A. Johnny Holmes held 
strongly to his sacred oath he gave to 
the citizens of Harris County.  Briefly, that 
creed was that if the citizens of the great 
State of Texas deemed a law to be the 
law of the land, it should be enforced 
to the limit.  I am personally proud to 
have been a law enforcement officer in 
this state for 36 years and to have been 
supported to the full extent of the law 
by the three District Attorney’s in office 
during my career.

Having said all of that, the following 
sequence of events took place in the 
justice system on this case:  

10/1/91-Jury selection began in Judge 
Woody Denson’s amid numerous 
objections from the defense table.
11/11/91-Testimony begins.  Chief D.A. 
John B. Holmes  leads the prosecution, 
ably assisted by ADA’s Keno Henderson 
and Lyn McClellan.

Of course, the state’s star witness was 
the grand jury foreman who was riding 
with Sergeant Soboleski on this tragic 
night.  Her testimony was reinforced by 
the taped dispatchers recordings of that 
night.  They were, as follows:  “Help”, she 
asked 9 times.  “Help, somebody help me.  
Help me, please, Officer down.”  Several 
voices were heard on the radio asking for 
her location.  Then, Help me, he’s dying, 
send an ambulance now.”  Help came 
soon, but not soon enough.

The testimony continued, with evidence of the 
murder weapon being recovered from the 
apartment where Shelton Jones was arrested. 

Also, his clothing, stripped away from his 
sweaty body, was recovered and found to 
be of the exact description of the witness.  
Officer Gary Hicks, the first HPD officer on the 
scene, described the last words of Sergeant 
Soboleski.  Basically, the Sergeant expressed 
disbelief that this guy not only shot him, but 
shot him AFTER he was on the ground.  Officer 
Hicks also testified to the fact that Sergeant 
Soboleski had never been able to remove 
his weapon from this holster.  The two civilian 
mechanic witnesses, both men out there in the 
neighborhood trying to make a living and do 
what was right, held strong in their testimony.  
There names will not be mentioned, but they 
are to be commended for their forthrightness.

11/19/91-Shelton Jones found Guilty of Capital 
Murder.
11/20/91-Punishment phase testimony of a 
robbery victim couple who identified Jones 
as robbing them at gunpoint only days before 
murdering Sergeant Soboleski.
11/21/91-Shelton Jones sentenced to death 
by lethal injection.  He showed no emotion 
just as professionals who examined him 
predicted he would not show.  He was 
described as a sociopath who cared not 
what he did to anyone.

Regarding the accomplices of Shelton Jones, 
Chris Coleman received a sentence of 20 
years for shooting at the wounded Sergeants.  
Of course, as early as 1995, he was already 
eligible and wanting parole.  Gregory Pickrom 
was not charged in this case, but had other 
legal issues to deal with.

In an investigation of this magnitude, it 
would be impossible to mention all of 
the patrol officers who assisted in some 
manner that tragic night.  However, 
support personnel in the Crime Scene 
Unit and also from the Crime Lab were 
instrumental in this investigation. The 
meticulous recovery and documenting 
of evidence led to important 
identifications for prosecution purposes.   
CSU Officers Kevin Breen and Keith 
Webb conducted the scene evidentiary 
search, which actually comprised four 
locations.  CSU Officers Beverly Trumble 
and Jim Kennedy handled the hospital 
and autopsy segments.

Evidence recovered by the above Officers led 
to Firearms Examiner C.E. Anderson being able 
to positively connect evidence from Sergeant 
Soboleski’s body and from the scene to the 
Glock pistol recovered from the arrest location of 
Jones.  Latent Print Examiner Peggy Frankhouser 
examination of Sergeant Soboleski’s vehicle 
identified Shelton Jones fingerprints on the 
fender as well as Gregory Pickrom’s prints on 
the Glock papers recovered from the vehicle.  

The Homicide investigators in 2006
Lieutenant Ken Johnson retired in the 1990’s 
to pursue another career with the U.S. State 
Department.  Lieutenant Guy Mason retired 
in 2005 after 27 years in the Homicide Division.  
Sergeants Kenny Williamson, Ronnie Doyle, 
and Sharon Durham Evans retired in 2005 also.  
Sergeants Dale Atchetee and Terry Ross retired 
in the 1990’s.  Sergeant L.B. Smith died in 2003 
in a tragic accidental shooting.

The Soboleski family in 2006
Mrs. Sue Soboleski resides in the Clear Lake 
area.  Daughter Stephanie is the mother of 
two children-12 year old Trevor and 2 year 
old Kaeden.  Daughter Mallorie graduated 
from college in 2006 with a degree in 
Criminal Justice.  The rest of the extended 
Soboleski remains intact.

With the assistance of Sue Soboleski, I was able to 
obtain a photo of the monument that marks the 
gravesite of our Sergeant Bruno Soboleski.  It reads:

SOBOLESKI
BRUNO D.

Feb. 5, 1958
Apr. 12, 1991

The reverse side of this monument reads:

SOBOLESKI
THE TIME I SPEND ALL BY MYSELF

I MOSTLY SPEND WITH YOU…

A 100 Club LINE OF DUTY gravemarker was 
been ordered and will be placed in the Oak 
Hill Cemetery at Sandy Lakes, Pennsylvania.

The Soboleski family and many other friends 
will not forget this man.  We also should not 
ever forget him.

Nelson J. Zoch

Continues from Page 23
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HPROA Benefits
In June of 1994, during an annual get together of retired HPD 
officers in Crockett, Texas the Houston Police Retired Officers 
Association was born. It was born out of the need for retired 
officers to have the same type of organized representation that 
active duty officers have. The HPROA was created to give retired 
officers an official organization to represent them regarding 
matters affecting their pensions and medical benefits. 

The HPROA is an independent association of retired HPD officers 
and is not a part of any other association, union or organization. 
The HPROA is a separate entity that respects and will work with 
other police groups to accomplish its goal. That goal being: 
to protect and if possible improve the pension and medical 
benefits of retired HPD officers or their surviving spouses.

The HPROA is governed by a board of directors elected from 
within its membership and answers only to the membership of 
the association.

Why should I join the HPROA?

Membership Benefits
I.   ACTIVE REPRESENTATION IN AUSTIN
• Registered lobbyist working to protect existing pension 
benefits  
II. ACTIVE REPRESENTATION AT CITY HALL 
• “Health Insurance
• City’s obligation to contribute to Houston Police Officers 
Pension System
III. SOCIAL EVENTS AND GATHERINGS
• Promoting fellowship among retirees by  sponsoring reunions 
in the spring, summer and fall of each year, throughout the state
• Providing a lunch, each year in August, at the annual HPROA 
election meeting
• Sponsoring the Annual Surviving Spouse Luncheon to honor 
the families of all HPD officers who have passed away
• Sponsor Police Week Memorial Reception 

IV. FAMILY ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE
• Current updates on members who are sick or shut-ins
• Provide medical equipment for members in need 
• Participate in funeral visitations and arrangements
• Present a brass memorial plaque to surviving spouse of 
deceased member 
V. OTHER BENEFITS
• Optional TMPA “Right to Carry” legal defense insurance
• Website updates on local, state, or national events that effect 
retired officers
• “The Retired Badge” (the official newspaper of the HPROA
• Active and involved Political Action Committee (PAC)
• Discounted Insurance Services
• Members only directory
• Email notification

Do I qualify for membership?
Eligibility for membership, in the HPROA, is based on the 
requirement that an applicant is honorably retired from the 
Houston Police Department, or is their surviving spouse, and 
qualifies to receive a pension benefit from HPOPS or the City of 
Houston Municipal Employees Retirement System. The benefit 
can be a monthly retirement payment, a surviving spouse’s 
monthly payment or the HPOPS member is currently enrolled in 
the DROP program.

How do I become a member?
1.) Applications may be submitted online at www.hpdretired.
com by credit card only.
2.) Complete application form found on the next page and 
mail along with your membership fee.
3.) Contact the HPROA Office at 713-802-2967 or toll free at 
1-866-856-7252 and request an application by mail.
4.) Mail application form, found in the Retired Badge (official 
publication of the HPROA.)
5.) Pick up an application at the HPROA monthly meeting 
held the second Thursday of each month at the KC Hall 607 
E. Whitney.

RetiRedBadge
THE

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

With Honor We Served . . . With Pride We Remember

See us online at 
www.hpdretired.com
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Membership Application Form
Houston Police Retired Officers Association

P.O. Box 130787, Houston, TX 77219
Phone/Fax (713) 802-2967 or 1-866-856-7252

PLEASE NOTE:  THIS IS NOT THE CORRECT FORM FOR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP

Name*: ______________________________________________

Spouse’s Name: ______________________________________

Your Date of Birth*: ____________________________________

Address*: _____________________________________________

State*: ________________________________________________

Home Phone*: ________________________________________

Email Address*: _______________________________________

Employee Number*: ___________________________________

Your HPD Class Number*: ______________________________

Your Date of Retirement*: ______________________________

City*: _________________________________________________

Zip Code*: ____________________________________________

Cell Phone: ___________________________________________

SS#* (Last 4#s)***_**_: __________________________________

Gender:       [__] Male    [__] Female

Referred by: ___________________________________________

Marital Status:   [__] Married   [__] Single   [__] Widowed

If you are a widow and have remarried, please give 
full name of deceased spouse: 

_______________________________________________________

I am presently enrolled in the D.R.O.P. program:  
[__] Yes     [__] No

Suggested membership is $100, ($75 yearly dues and a voluntary 
contribution of $25 or more can be made to the PAC (Political 
Action Committee fund), for a total of $100 or more. Yearly 
membership will be renewable annually and a reminder will be 
mailed to you prior to that date each year.

Add $40 for the TMPA Legal Defense Fund for those who want to 
carry TMPA provided insurance for firearms coverage.

Members are required to be receiving a retirement benefit from 
the Houston Police Officers Pension System, City of Houston, “(for 
prior City Marshalls, Airport and Park Police Officers)” or presently 
enrolled in HPD D.R.O.P and hereby apply for membership in 
the HOUSTON POLICE RETIRED OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (HPROA).

Please fill in amounts:

Annual Dues   $75

PAC Donation   $______ ($25 Suggested Amount)

TMPA Legal Defense Fund  [__] Yes [__] No
   If YES $40 fee   $_______

Total Amount    $_______

Please give us your credit card information for payment, 
or print form and send payment to the address shown at 
top of form.

NOTE:  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATIONS ARE SUBMITTED TO 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF 
EACH MONTH. 

Once approved, you will receive your membership 
package. Please allow 3-4 Weeks total from date the 
application was submitted

Credit Card Information (All Fields Required)
 
Card Type: ____________________________________________

Cardholders First Name:________________________________

Cardholders Last Name: _______________________________

Credit Card Number: __________________________________

Exp. Date: ____________________________________________

Security code: ________________________________________

Billing Street Address: _________________________________

Billing City: ___________________________________________

Billing State: __________________________________________

Billing Zip Code: ______________________________________

Billing Country: _______________________________________

If you do not receive a reply from the HPROA Office within 
10 days, please contact us (713) 802-2967
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Continues from Page 29
RetiRee Roundup

RETIRED OFFICERS ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE

FOREST TURBERVILLE • NELSON FOEHNER • RON HEADLEY • PAT KAINER • MATTIE PROVOST • RAY SMITH

There is probably nothing more precious than the gift of friendship. Just take some time to contact your friends and let them know 
how much they mean to you... relive your memories, share in your joys and pass on a smile and hug. Your call, visit, and smile might 
be the best medicine that they receive that helps them make it through the day. Keep these retirees in your prayers and let us 
know when we have a retiree who is in need of our thoughts, prayers, and assistance. 

MAY 2019

Sue Turbeville: (5-1-19 nf) Forrest reports 
that Sue was admitted to Willowbrook 
Hospital. CCU Room 3430 where fluid is 
being removed from around the lungs 
and a transfusion of one unit of blood. 
She has shown marked improvement 
with those procedures but is still on 
oxygen and being monitored closely. 
UPDATE:  Sue is now at Grace Care 
Center, 11830 Northpoint, Tomball.  
Forrest advises that she is now having 
good days and bad days and he is not 
sure how long she will have to remain 
at Grace Care Center.  Forrest invites 
your continued prayers

David Zaharis: (5-1-19 nf) We visited 
with Debbie Zaharis by phone today 
and she reports that David’s condition, 
in hospice for several weeks, is now 
very poor and it appears that his time 
is short. We lift up our prayers for David 
and Debbie that his time would be 
peaceful, pain free and comfortable 
and that she would be strong and 
courageous in these precious days 
with the love of her life.  NOTE: David 
passed away on May 7.

Don Weaver: (5-12-19 nf) Wife, 
Dorothy reports that Don has 
remained at Memorial SW since 
4-27 after a fall at his home. The fall 
caused a bleed in the head which 
has affected his speech & ability 
to swallow food, but he is alert and 
knows what is going on and responds 
to questions by other means.

He has developed pneumonia and 
this brings on severe coughing spells 
His overall condition was not good. 
On 5-16 Don was released from the 
hospital and moved to his home in 
Hospice care. His health continued to 
decline. He passed away on May 19.

Jim Hudson (5-17-19 rh): A few weeks 
ago Jim had knee replacement 
surgery. His recovery has been 
difficult due to his already weakened 
condition as a result of spending most 
of last year in and out of hospitals 
and rehab centers due a broken hip, 
femur, and infections.   Jim is now at 
Vosswood Nursing Center, 815 S. Voss, 
Houston, 77057.  Jim appreciates 
visitors and phone calls. His number is 
281-610-1236. 

Keith Gordon (5-21-19 rh):  We received 
information from Lynn, Keith’s wife, 
that Keith had developed a serious 
problem with blood flow to his leg.  
Yesterday Keith was in surgery for 
seven hours, replacing and repairing 
veins.   We spoke with him this morning 
and he sounded strong, but stated he 
had some serious soreness. Keith is at 
St. Luke’s Hospital in rm 401.  UPDATE: 
Keith was released from the hospital 
and is now at home recovering. His 
phone # is 936-266-2401.  He would 
enjoy hearing from old friends, please 
give him a call and keep him and 
Lynn in your prayers.  

Continues on Page 30

DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF 
MAY 2019

David C. Zaharis, member, 
May 7, 2019

Conrad Dippel, member, 
May 9, 2019

Donald Ray Weaver, member, 
May 19, 2019

Joe Vega, May 25, 2019

Lee Hoffman, member, 
May 28, 2019

Ronald R. Lill, member, 
May 29, 2019 

 

“The way of life winds upward for the wise, 
that he may turn away from hell below”   

Proverbs 15:24
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Continues from Page 29

JUNE 2019

Continues on Page 31

He has been fighting and being 
treated for throat cancer for the last 
year. She and Jon wanted to thank 
their family and friends from the 
bottom of their hearts for all of your 
prayers, love, and support!  God is 
good all the time.

Charles “Dick” Atkins: We visited 
with Dick this morning by phone and 
he reports that he is a patient at the 
Concierge Skilled Care Center, 2310 
N. Eldridge. He initially was admitted 
there recovering from heart surgery, 
then came down with pneumonia 
and just recently diagnosed with 
COPD.  He is still weak and unable to 
walk. His cell phone is 713-301-6235, 
give him a call and lift him up and 
let’s keep Dick in our daily prayers.

Bill Elkin (6-18-19 rh): Bill underwent 
angioplasty surgery on Tuesday, 
6-18.  Prior to the surgery we 
requested that prayer warrior lift up 
prayers for him that morning. That 
afternoon Anthony Kivela advised 
that he had spoke with Bill and the 
surgery had gone well, without any 
complications and Bill would be 
released that day.  The surgeon 
placed three stents in his arteries, 
which will help keep the arteries 
open and allow blood to flow to 
more freely. Bebe and Bill wanted 
to thank everyone for your prayers.

Sam Wolff (6-18-19 nf): We visited 
with Sam today when he returned 
from therapy for his Parkinson’s 
disease. He states that the therapy 
is helping him improve strength in 
his legs. His speech is affected.  He 
is still living in Spring Branch with his 
sister who cares for him. Please pray 
for Sam that his overall health would 
improve. Send him a card to 9328 
Saddle Ln, 77080

Jim Hudson: (6-27-19 nf) Jim called 
to report that he was finally, after 
5 weeks in the hospital. would be 
released around 3PM today to go 
home. He had knee replacement 
surgery that became infected that 
required his lengthy hospital stay.  He 
is now walking with the aid of a walker 
and plans to attend our July meeting. 
He invites your prayers and your calls. 
Give him a  call at 281-610-1236,

Doug Bostock: (6-27-19 nf) Doug 
will undergo vein surgery on his 
right leg Friday afternoon 6-28-19 at 
Houston Northwest Hospital off FM 
1960. It is an outpatient procedure 
but an overnight stay will likely be 
required. He invites all of our prayers 
for a successful surgery and speedy 
recovery. (UPDATE: 6-30-18) Doug 
called this afternoon from his hospital 
room at Houston Northwest hospital 
and reported that the therapist had 
just left after helping him get him out 
of bed to stand for a few seconds. He 
stated that the pain was very intense 
and he had to get back in bed and 
was having some really bad pain as 
we talked. He stated that he would 
obviously continue to remain in the 
hospital for a few more days. Please 
pray of relief for Doug’s pain and a 
speedy recovery.

Forrest Turbeville: (6-28-19 Forrest 
underwent  outpatient procedure 
to examine the area around his 
prosthetic right eye for possible 
infection or inflammation. This issue 
must be resolved prior to having 
needed cataract removal from his 
left eye. Please pray for healing of his 
right eye and successful outcome of 
his left eye procedure.

Lisa Kennedy (6-03-19 rh): Chuck 
updated us on his wife Lisa’s 
condition and her fight with cancer. 
We last reported that her cancer 
count was over 350 in the area of 
her gall bladder and the cancer 
was malignant. At that time she 
was suffering from extreme pain 
and unable to work.  Lisa has now 
been able to return to her work and 
is doing better. She is continuing 
with chemo, receiving treatments 
every three weeks. The chemo is 
extremely hard on her, taking her 
3 to 4 days for her to recover after 
each treatment. Chuck stated that 
in the next week or so they will do a 
CT scan on her to determine if the 
treatments are working.  Please Lisa 
and Chuck in your prayers.

Jim Hudson (6-4-19 rh):  Jim had knee 
replacement the first of May and is 
still at Vosswood Nursing Center 815 
S. Voss, Houston.  Since the surgery 
he developed an infection, which 
he states now is under control. But he 
is still in extreme pain and suffering 
from dizziness, which prevents 
him from standings. It also affects 
his ability to fully benefit from his 
therapy.   He has an appointment 
this Friday with his cardiologist. They 
suspect that his pace maker may 
need adjustment and  that it may be 
causing the dizziness.  Jim was down 
and out this morning and stated he 
is tired of fighting. Please keep Jim 
and his wife Randi in your prayers. 
Jim appreciates visitors and phone 
calls. His number is 281-610-1236.

Jon Devore (6-7-19 rh):  Cheri, Jon’s 
wife, advised that they received 
final confirmation that Jon’s PET 
scan revealed that he is cancer 
free. 



DEATHS DURING THE MONTH OF
JUNE 2019

John R. Hake, member, 
June 7, 2019

Benny Rivera, Jr., 
June 12, 2019

Joseph A. Lampignano, 
June 15, 2019

31The Retired Badge August - September 2019 Edition

Thomas C. Lancaster, 
June 17, 2019

Clarence R. Kirk, 
June 23, 2019

Priscilla F. West, 
mother of Walter J. West, 

June 24, 2019

“May your faith be greater than your 
fear”

“The way of life winds upward for the 
wise, that he may turn away from hell 
below”   Proverbs 15:24

James 3:18  Peacemaker who 
sow peace, reap a harvest of 
righteousness.

Isaiah 41:10  Do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, for I am 
with you; I will strengthen you and 
help you, I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand

Continues from Page 30

Killed in the Line of Duty
August September

August 8, 1886 Henry Williams

August 3, 1911 John Morris Cain

August 23, 1917 Rufus H. Daniels

August 23, 1917 Horace Moody

August 23, 1917 E.G. Meinecke

August 23, 1917 D.Ross Patton

August 23, 1917 Ira D. Raney

August 23, 1924 J. Clark Etheridge

September 17, 1925 E.C. Chavez

September 13, 1929 Ed Jones

September 20, 1930 Edward Fitzgerald

September 20, 1930 William Phares

September 19, 1973 David Huerta

September 12, 1983 William Moss

September 20, 2000 Jerry K. Stowe

September 21, 2006 Rodney Johnson

August 18, 1946 Howard B. Hammond

August 25, 1956 Robert J. Schultea

August 23, 1959 John W. Suttle

August 4, 1963 Charles R. McDaniel

August 2, 1975 Francis Eddie Wright

August 16, 1979 Charles Baker

August 18, 1982 Kathleen Schaefer

August 29, 2017  Steve A. Perez

This is Your Retired Badge
Any member or family member of HPROA is allowed and encouraged to submit articles for publication in this newspaper. 
Opinions, events, war stories, family announcements... all are welcome and enjoyed by our members.

Submissions will only be edited as necessary to protect your HPROA from legal liabillity.
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FRAUD ALERT
TEXTING SERVICE
We’ll text you when there’s suspicious activity!

713.986.0200 • 800.927.8707 • HPCU.coop

When our debit card processing system suspects 
a transaction may be fraudulent, the system will 
immediately send you a text message requesting 
verification that this is a valid transaction. Since 
the service is text-based, it is critical that we have 
a valid cell phone number in our system for you. 
Contact us to ensure we have your current number.

The fraud alert texting service will begin late summer 
for all Houston Police Credit Union members with a 
debit card. No enrollment is necessary. The short code 
for the fraud alert texting service will be 37268. You can 
expect all HPCU debit card fraud alert text messages 
to come from this address number. If for some reason 
you do not reply to the fraud alert text message, the 
system will then try to contact you by voice or email.

If you have questions, give us a call today!

The Retired Badge is an official publication of 
the Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association 
(HPROA). It is published bimonthly under the 
supervision of the HPROA Board of Directors. 
However, opinions expressed by individual 
Board members or any other contributor in 
this publication do not reflect the opinion 
of the entire Board of Directors of HPROA. 
Editorial submissions and other items of interest 
from HPROA members are welcomed and 
encouraged.

Commercial advertisements in The Retired 
Badge are paid for by the contributors and 
do not in any manner imply an endorsement, 
warrant, or guarantee by the HPROA.

Editorial Policy: 
The Retired Badge is published in by the 
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association. 
Materials submitted for publication are subject 
to review by the board and to editing. All 
photographs will be refunded if they have a self 
addressed, stamped envelope included.  The 
Retired Badge is published in February, April, 
June, August, October, and December by the 
Houston Police Retired Officer’s Association. 
Materials submitted for publication are subject 
to review by the board and to editing. All 
photographs will be refunded if they have a 
self addressed, stamped envelope included. 

Editorial content may be mailed to P.O. Box 
130787, Houston, Texas 77219. 

Deadlines are the 18th of the odd-numbered 
month and should be forwarded and received 
by the Editor on that date.


